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 egalitarian (adjective) - relating to the idea that all people are equal and should have equal rights 
and opportunities; fair, just, equal, impartial, unbiased.  
E.g. Radicalisation (extremism) generally succeeds only with those who have been subjected to real 
or perceived injustices. Let us remove injustice (unfairness/inequity) to combat terrorism. The 
creation of a truly just, egalitarian and non-oppressive society would be far more effective in 
combating terrorism.  

 adjuvant (noun) – a substance/ingredient used as part of a vaccine to boost immune responses (and 
enhance a vaccine’s effectiveness).  
E.g. India’s Covaxin, developed by Bharat Biotech in collaboration with the Indian Council of Medical 
Research, effectively neutralises both Alpha and Delta variants of coronavirus, the U.S.’ National 
Institute of Health has said. The top American health research institute, which has a history of strong 
scientific collaboration with India, also said that an adjuvant developed with funding from it has 
contributed to the success of the highly efficacious Covaxin,…  

 alive to (verb) – aware of, interested in, sensitive to, conscious of, mindful of, heedful of, watchful 
of, responsive to.  
E.g. The (Supreme) court ordered the Centre to get its act together and complete the work on the 
National Database for Unorganised Workers (NDUW) portal by July 31… The Centre should complete 
the registration of workers by December 31 this year or all their “welfare schemes” would be 
considered “tall claims on paper”. Justice Bhushan observed, “The (Labour) Ministry is not aliveto 
the concerns of the migrant workers. The non-action of the Ministry is strongly disapproved”.  

 digital divide (noun) – the growing gap between the people who do not have access to computers 
or the internet and the people who have access.  
E.g. The digital divide in India’s school education system, reflected by the absence of computers and 
Internet access on campus, emerges starkly from the Education Ministry’s Unified District 
Information System for Education Plus (UDISE+), for the pre-pandemic year of 2019-20… The UDISE+ 
shows that many schools have fallen through the net, and they need urgent help to get connected.  

 final third (noun) – (in football) it generally refers to the (attacking) area in and around opposite 
team’s penalty area.  
E.g. Witness (England captain) Harry Kane’s opening goal (against Ukraine), crafted by the shuffling 
shoes of Raheem Sterling, allowed essentially to walk the ball into the final third. A rich vein of form 
– such as Sterling is in now – creates its own yard of space, as defenders play your reputation as 
much as the ball.  

 jingoism (noun) - extreme patriotism, extreme nationalism, chauvinism (especially by having hostile 
& aggressive foreign policy).  
E.g. They (England Team) have navigated matches against Scotland and Germany – fixtures laden 
(loaded/filled) with historical baggage (burden) – with no fuss (ado/uproar). These matches were 
conducted in excellent spirit, and at no point did the players or their manager fanthe considerable 
flames of jingoism that surrounded them.  

 cajole (verb) – to persuade someone continuously to do something; tempt, coax, woo, lure, get 
round, prevail on, win over, flatter.  
E.g. The UK government has already attempted to cajole workers back to the office once before, 
before Covid cases rose again last September. While some companies, notably banks, have 
summoned their staff to return to HQ, others have indicated that either remote working, or a hybrid 
system, is here to stay.  

 warm to (phrasal verb) – begin to like someone, feel attracted to someone; become more 
interested in something, become enthusiastic/excited about something.  
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E.g. Though Roger Federer is Swiss, Wimbledon has long felt like home turf with the largely British 
crowd warming to his elegant game and understated on-court presence. He has experienced great 
success here but also great disappointment.  

 indigenous (adjective) – native, original, aboriginal, ancient, primeval.  
E.g. One thing is clear: Native children’s lives are never “lost”; they are deliberately and violently 
stolen. Similarly, the lands of Indigenous people – from Canada to the US and beyond – are never 
“lost”; they have been and continue to be forcibly colonized.  

 quintessential (adjective) – being the most perfect & typical example of something; classic, ideal, 
consummate, exemplary, best, ultimate.  
E.g. When an officer from the National Investigation Agency (NIA) came to interrogate Father Stan 
Swamy last monsoon, the Jesuit sociologist, then 83, in turn asked him about police integrity 
(morality), and why a father-son duo (P. Jayaraj and Bennicks) should die of custodial torture in a 
Tamil Nadu police lock-up. It was quintessential Fr. Swamy: unafraid, outspoken, and questioning 
injustice.  

 resilient (adjective) – (of a person) able to recover quickly from difficulties/problems, quick to 
bounce back; adaptable, flexible; strong, sturdy.  
E.g. Ashleigh Barty battles past Karolina Pliskova to clinch first Wimbledon title. Here it is. Twenty-
five days before Wimbledon began, Barty was forced to retire from the second round of the French 
Open with a hip injury. Barty revealed on Saturday that her team did not tell her the full severity… “I 
think them not telling me that just proved how much we were against the odds,” she said… She used 
all of these challenges as a platform to produce at times the best big match tennis of her life and at 
others the most mentally resilient.  

 bask (in) (phrasal verb) - take pleasure, revel, enjoy, relax (in/from something that feels so good); it 
also means to lie exposed to light warmth (moderate heat) of sunrise/sunset.  
E.g. Djokovic triumphs at Wimbledon to secure record-equalling 20th Grand Slam title… But 
Djokovic is nothing if not a fighter – he turned things around from two sets down in the French Open 
final last month — and he worked his way back into this one, which ended with Djokovic on his back 
on the court, basking in the crowd’s cheers.  

 abhorrent (adjective) – disgusting, loathsome, hateful, repugnant, repellent, distasteful, horrifying, 
heinous, awful/nasty.  
E.g. The Duke of Cambridge (Prince William), who is president of the Football Association, said he 
was “sickened” by the (racist) abuse (of England players). “It is totally unacceptable that players 
have to endure this abhorrent behaviour. It must stop now and all those involved should be held 
accountable.”  

 hunker down (phrasal verb) - to stay in a safe place for a period of time, especially for protection; (It 
literally means sit/squat on one’s heels; It also means to stand firm on your opinion/belief; In 
addition, it means to direct your efforts and attention to get the work done).  
E.g. With Covid vaccines working and restrictions lifting across the country, it’s finally time for those 
now vaccinated who have been hunkered down at home to ditch the sweatpants and re-emerge 
from their Netflix caves. But your brain may not be so eager to dive back into your former social life.  

 mercurial (adjective) – unpredictable, volatile, erratic, inconsistent, irregular, capricious, 
temperamental, moody, fluctuating, variable, changeable.  
E.g. The good news is that six months into the Joe Biden administration, he’s delivered on one of his 
main campaign pitches and restored a sense of “normalcy” to the country. After four years of 
mercurial rule by Donald Trump, the White House has become a more predictable place.  

 fidelity (noun) – faithfulness, loyalty, allegiance, attachment, closeness; devotion, adherence; 
dependability, reliability.  
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E.g. Consider that after decades of disinformation, outright lies, media prater and political inaction 
on climate change, our home planet now sets higher temperature records every year, and could, by 
2100 if not 2050, be unlivable in many places, beset by unending fires, droughts, rising seas, chaos 
and storms. All because of a conservative fidelity to fossil fuels; an unwillingness to acknowledge 
what’s true, and a selfish resistance to change.  

 cinephile (noun) – a person who likes films and the cinema (movie theater) very much; a film 
enthusiast, filmaholic, cineaste, moviegoer, filmgoer.  
E.g. The prospect of subscription models dwarfing (minimizing) box office receipts (revenues) as a 
source of income for studios is spooking (frightening) both cinephiles and cinema chains. In a recent 
essay on the films of Federico Fellini, the great American director Martin Scorsese took aim at the 
way streaming platforms package movies up with other kinds of “content” to be consumed on 
demand.  

 unassailable (adjective) – indisputable, undeniable, unquestionable; inviolable, absolute, 
unchallengeable.  
E.g. It is an accepted axiom (general truth/principle) in a democracy such as India that the Executive 
shall abide by the Constitution. By the same logic, the bureaucracy is answerable to the lawfully 
elected government. It is this unassailable legal position which keeps a check on police conduct in a 
democratic nation.  

 downtrodden (adjective) - oppressed, persecuted, subjugated, repressed, treated so badly (by the 
people with authority and power).  
E.g. Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M.K. Stalin on Sunday paid floral tributes to the urn and portrait of 
human rights activist Father Stan Swamy, who recently died in a Mumbai hospital after prolonged 
incarceration in Taloja Central jail in the Bhima Koregaon violence case, at Loyola college in 
Chennai…In his condolence message, Chief Minister M.K. Stalin had said that tragedy that befell 
(happened to) him, who fought for the downtrodden, should not happen to anyone else.  

 skyboxification (noun) – a phenomenon that is caused by an increased lack of interaction and 
understanding between people who have money and those who have not; segregation, separation, 
differentiation (by class/status in a society).  
E.g. The American philosopher Michael J. Sandel argued that under rising extreme inequalities of 
capitalism, there is a “skyboxification of American life”, in which the affluent classes and people of 
poor means have no connection at all, and they “live and work and shop and play in different 
places” and their “children go to different schools”.  

 snoop (verb) - to look around secretly to find out (private) information about someone/something; 
pry, spy on, intrude on, poke one’s nose in; investigate, ferret around in.  
E.g. The spyware Pegasus is apparently sold to governments around the world by NSO group, an 
Israeli company. It can be used to snoop on phones that run on Android and iOS systems.  

 attendant (adjective) - accompanying, associated, related, connected.  
E.g. In the absence of a substantial increase in the vaccination budget and procurement, large 
segments of the Indian population will remain vulnerable to a potential third wave of COVID-19, 
with its attendant deleterious (adverse) impact on the real economy.  

 awash (adjective) - having large numbers/amounts of something; full of, filled, abundant, rife, 
flooded, fraught, overflowing, inundated, swamped.  
E.g. More than 150 years ago, Leo Tolstoy, one of the greatest novelists and thinkers of the world, 
writing in his book, What Then Must We Do, wondered and asked: if everything of value and 
substance is produced in the rural areas, why then are the villages mired (involved) in poverty and 
cities awash in wealth? That question continues to befuddle (confuse) us… All these thoughts 
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brought back memories of my (Captain G.R. Gopinath’s) own life from the 1980s. Those days I (he) 
struggled as a farmer to make ends meet.  

 slumber (noun) – sleep; light sleep, nap, doze, drowse, rest; a state of being inactive/dormant.  
E.g. Samajwadi Party chief Akhilesh Yadav and Bahujan Samaj Party leader Mayawati, both former 
Chief Ministers of Uttar Pradesh, have been lying low since the 2019 Lok Sabha election. With the 
2022 Assembly election around the corner, both are waking up from their slumber.  

 exasperate (verb) – infuriate, aggravate, anger, annoy, irritate, vex.  
E.g. While endowing senior citizens with a silvered halo of respectability, the ageing process 
inevitably renders them forgetful, absent-minded and myopic — frailties that hound them, often 
leaving them exasperated and at their wits’ end.  

 crossroads (noun) – critical point, decisive point, turning point, critical period, crunch time, boiling 
point, crux, juncture, conjuncture, intersection.  
E.g. Photojournalists like Danish Siddiqui risk their lives to be at the crossroads where history is 
taking a significant turn. Siddiqui took as many pictures of kite-fliers and festivals as he did of 
crematoriums and riots, but one hails the latter more because it’s disease and sectarian violence 
that can slip into the bloodstream unchecked if left unrecorded.  

 ulterior (adjective) – intentionally kept concealed, hidden, covert, secret undisclosed, unrevealed 
(reason for doing something).  
E.g. Ministers and representatives of the ruling party are questioning the credibility of claims made 
by the global consortium of media organisations that announced the startling revelations. They are 
accusing the publications of acting with ulterior motives to undermine India’s democratic 
institutions.  

 forthwith (adverb) – immediately, at once, instantly, right away, straight away, without delay, 
without further ado, without hesitation.  
E.g. The colonial administrative apparatus has been retained intact in Independent India. Of course, 
this was not inevitable. The toxic measures that enslaved Indians could have been removed 
forthwith, but for reasons that are not difficult to comprehend, India’s political class kept them. 
Now, it has the Supreme Court asking why stick with a sedition law that had been used to 
immobilise Indians.  

 fulcrum (noun) - the most central/essential part of something; root, core, essence, nucleus, kernel, 
crux, pivot, axis.  
E.g. The cooperative sector has always been in the domain of the States or provinces. The organising 
principles and mechanism of these cooperatives differ from area to area and depend on the industry 
or crop which forms the fulcrum of the cooperative. Homogeneity in this area would only result in 
the creation of round holes in whichsquare pegs no longer fit.  

 crowd out (phrasal verb) – exclude, oust, overthrow, remove someone from a place by taking their 
space.  
E.g. Concerns about high government borrowings crowding out the private sector’s fund-raising 
efforts were misplaced and not based on evidence, Chief Economic Advisor Krishnamurthy 
Subramanian asserted on Thursday reacting to comments made earlier by a member of the 
Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI).  

************************************************************************************* 
 a bolt from the blue (phrase) - a sudden & unexpected news; shock, surprise.  

E.g. (Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act), UAPA’s experience has been worse than (Terrorist and 
Disruptive Activities (Prevention) Act), TADA. UAPA has also been equally used and abused. The 
recent 133 page bail order of the Delhi High Court in Asif Iqbal Tanha (June 15, 2021), that led to the 
release of three student activists, has come as a bolt from the blue for the Delhi police.  
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 on the heels of (phrase) – close behind, soon after, right after, following closely.  
E.g. Political centralisation had inevitably come on the heels of the revolution, though the 
Communist Party of China (CPC) under both Mao Zedong and Deng Xiaoping attempted to balance it 
with decentralisation.  

 get one’s act together (phrase) – get organized yourself to do something effectively; recover/regain 
control of oneself, get a grip/hold on oneself.  
E.g. The (Supreme) court ordered the Centre to get its act together and complete the work on the 
National Database for Unorganised Workers (NDUW) portal by July 31… The Centre should complete 
the registration of workers by December 31 this year or all their “welfare schemes” would be 
considered “tall claims on paper”. Justice Bhushan observed, “The (Labour) Ministry is not alive to 
the concerns of the migrant workers. The non-action of the Ministry is strongly disapproved”.  

 slip/fall through the net (phrase) – go unnoticed, go undealt with; be neglected, be ignored, be 
missed, be overlooked (by a system).  
E.g. The digital divide in India’s school education system, reflected by the absence of computers and 
Internet access on campus, emerges starkly from the Education Ministry’s Unified District 
Information System for Education Plus (UDISE+), for the pre-pandemic year of 2019-20… The UDISE+ 
shows that many schools have fallen through the net, and they need urgent help to get connected.  

 stew in one’s own juice (phrase) – to suffer the outcomes of one’s own actions, without any help 
from others; let someone worry about his/her bad behavior.  
E.g. Perhaps it was inevitable that the early goal was followed by a period of sterile (pointless), 
needless consolidation, as Ukraine recognised that their best way back into the game was to let 
England stew in their own juices for a while. But within a minute of the restart any thought of taking 
the game deep was buried by the head of Harry Maguire.  

 fan the flames (phrase) – increase (bad/unpleasant) feelings or emotions; stir up, whip up, incite, 
instigate, provoke, trigger/kindle, foment.  
E.g. They (England Team) have navigated matches against Scotland and Germany – fixtures laden 
(loaded/filled) with historical baggage (burden) – with no fuss (ado/uproar). These matches were 
conducted in excellent spirit, and at no point did the players or their manager fan the considerable 
flames of jingoism that surrounded them.  

 sing the praises of (phrase) – express approval of, speak highly of, say nice things about, rave about, 
praise enthusiastically, applaud, compliment.  
E.g. The latest voice to sing the praises of working from home is the Climate Change Committee…, it 
is all but certain that the number of people going to work in offices every day will be lower after the 
pandemic than it was before.  

 hold (someone/something) dear (phrase) – to value/respect highly, to care very much about; be 
fond of, be attached to, revere, treasure, cherish.  
E.g. Hubert Hurkacz, 24, like Roger Federer, 39, is an all-court player with fine volleys and a taste for 
the trick shot: His tweener (between-the-legs shot) is one of the flashiest on tour. But it was still a 
surprise to see him finish off Federer in straight sets at the tournament Federer holds dearest.  

 get to the bottom of (phrase) – to find out the real reason/cause of something; origin, root, source, 
starting point.  
E.g. Mr. Justin Trudeau (Prime Minister of Canada) has expressed  “guilt” over the abuses. But that is 
not enough. His government  should assist indigenous organisations to find unmarked graves. He 
should order investigations into the residential schools with graves to get to the bottom of the 
matter.  

 fly in the face of (phrase) – go against, flout, defy, disobey, disregard, ignore; break, violate, 
contravene, breach.  
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E.g. The new Bar Council of India rules fly in the face of basic constitutional guarantees of free 
speech and the freedom of profession. The events preceding the introduction of the amendments 
demonstrate how limited the scope for “healthy” criticism under the new rules would be.  

 against all odds (phrase) – if yo do/achieve something against all odds, you do/achieve it despite (it) 
appeared impossible or very unlikely.  
E.g. Ashleigh Barty battles past Karolina Pliskova to clinch first Wimbledon title. Here it is. Twenty-
five days before Wimbledon began, Barty was forced to retire from the second round of the French 
Open with a hip injury. Barty revealed on Saturday that her team did not tell her the full severity… “I 
think them not telling me that just proved how much we were against the odds,” she said… She used 
all of these challenges as a platform to produce at times the best big match tennis of her life and at 
others the most mentally resilient.  

 be nothing if not (phrase) – used to emphasize that someone has an abundance of the particular 
quality/attribute stated; above all else; very.  
E.g. Djokovic triumphs at Wimbledon to secure record-equalling 20th Grand Slam title… But 
Djokovic is nothing if not a fighter – he turned things around from two sets down in the French Open 
final last month — and he worked his way back into this one, which ended  with Djokovic on his back 
on the court, basking in the crowd’s cheers.  

 make no mistake (phrase) - used to emphasize that what you are saying is absolutely 
certain/true/important, do not think otherwise; certainly, surely, clearly, actually, literally.  
E.g. In the end, it would be a depressingly familiar hard luck story for England because, make no 
mistake, they had held the key to glory in their hands. Gareth Southgate’s team had enjoyed early 
elation when Luke Shaw scored his first international goal, a magnificent halfvolley with the game’s 
first move.  

 hold one’s head high (phrase) – to be proud (of yourself); to be confident, to not feel 
ashamed/embarrassed.  
E.g. Prince William, who is president of the Football Association, tweeted: “England, you’ve all come 
so far, but sadly, this time it wasn’t our day. You can all hold your heads high, and be so proud of 
yourselves – I know there’s more to come”.  

 stem the tide (phrase) – try to stop something (a prevailing unfavourable trend) from 
increasing/continuing.  
E.g. But the game slid away from them in the second half, Italy turning up the temperature, stepping 
higher, pinning England back. There were long spells when Gareth Southgate’s players could not get 
out. The approach felt wrong, (England football manager) Gareth Southgate powerless to stem the 
tide.  

 dog in the manger (phrase) – a person who selfishly prevents others from having something for 
which he/she does not have any need; complainer, grumbler, moaner, fault-finder.  
E.g. At the outset, it also needs to be clearly stated that, contrary to the recent media reports, 
debates and some opinions, the Indian Air Force (IAF) is not playing ‘dog in the manger’ and resisting 
the formation of theatre/functional commands (theatre command means a  unified command for 
tri-Services-the Army, the Navy and the Air Force).  

 take aim at somebody/something (phrase) – to criticize somebody/something strongly; lash out, 
condemn, scorn.  
E.g. The prospect of subscription models dwarfing (minimizing) box office receipts (revenues) as a 
source of income for studios is spooking (frightening) both cinephiles and cinema chains. In a recent 
essay on the films of Federico Fellini, the great American director Martin Scorsese took aim at the 
way streaming platforms package movies up with other kinds of “content” to be consumed on 
demand.  
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 keep a check on (phrase) – monitor, observe, check, watch, examine, oversee.  
E.g. It is an accepted axiom (general truth/principle) in a democracy such as India that the Executive 
shall abide by the Constitution. By the same logic, the bureaucracy is answerable to the lawfully 
elected government. It is this unassailable legal position which keeps a check on police conduct in a 
democratic nation.  

 make a mountain out of a molehill (phrase) - exaggerate, overstate, overemphasize, magnify, 
amplify, aggrandize, inflate.  
E.g. There is no confusion over the issue of creation of ‘Kongu Nadu’ by bifurcating Tamil Nadu, and 
the BJP does not resort to emotional politics or split States. People are “making a mountain outof a 
mole hill”, BJP Tamil Nadu president K. Annamalai said on Friday.  

 bring to the fore (phrase) - to move forward something into a most important position; to make 
something more noticeable; draw/call attention to; highlight, accentuate, underscore.  
E.g. Every religion is riven (split) by caste. Like with religion, 64% say that it is “very important” to 
prevent women from crossing caste boundaries in marriage, and 70% affirm that “most or all of 
their close friends share their caste”. Again, the Survey (by Pew Research Center) brings to the fore 
the central contradiction of a democratic nation that is divided by compartmentalised hierarchies.  

 ride roughshod over (phrase) - to do things on your own without considering others’ feelings or 
opinions or interests; treat with contempt, show no consideration for, treat disrespectfully, ignore, 
disregard others’ feelings/ideas.  
E.g. The misplaced assertion of authority by the Gandhis (Sonia, Rahul and Priyanka) in riding 
roughshod over the CM and MPs, is a repeat of the old mistakes that pushed regional satraps out of 
its fold. Mamata Banerjee, Himanta Biswa Sarma, and Y.S. Jagan Mohan Reddy are outstanding 
political minds who command power in their respective States as CMs of West Bengal, Assam and 
Andhra Pradesh.  

 throw one’s hat in the ring (phrase) – to show willingness to take part into a contest or take up a 
challenge, particularly in politics/business.  
E.g. Reports say that a few with India Caucus (a group of congressional members) on the House side 
also threw their hat in the ring. On this count, Mr. Eric Garcetti’s dealing with India or previous 
interactions would appear thin. The choice of the new envoy (ambassador) to India, who has a 
sprinkling of Hindi vocabulary in his lexicon (dictionary), should open up the conversation.  

 make ends meet (phrase) - to earn/have just enough money to buy the essential things that you 
need to live on; survive, manage, cope, subsist.  
E.g. More than 150 years ago, Leo Tolstoy, one of the greatest novelists and thinkers of the world, 
writing in his book, What Then Must We Do, wondered and asked: if everything of value and 
substance is produced in the rural areas, why then are the villages mired (involved) in poverty and 
cities awash in wealth? That question continues to befuddle (confuse) us… All these thoughts 
brought back memories of my (Captain G.R. Gopinath’s) own life from the 1980s. Those days I (he) 
struggled as a farmer to make ends meet.  

 around the corner (phrase) - very near, close by; coming soon, approaching, imminent, nearing, 
forthcoming.  
E.g. Samajwadi Party chief Akhilesh Yadav and Bahujan Samaj Party leader Mayawati, both former 
Chief Ministers of Uttar Pradesh, have been lying low since the 2019 Lok Sabha election. With the 
2022 Assembly election around the corner, both are waking up from their slumber.  

 be at one’s wits’ end (phrase) – be worried, be confused, be perplexed, be irritated, be annoyed 
that you are unsure what to do next.  
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E.g. While endowing senior citizens with a silvered halo of respectability, the ageing process 
inevitably renders them forgetful, absent-minded and myopic — frailties that hound them, often 
leaving them exasperated and at their wits’ end.  

 back to/at square one (phrase) – to go back to the beginning (after making no progress); to start all 
over again; start over.  
E.g. If the U.K. moves the customs checks to the border between the two Irelands, it can upset the 
peace agreement. In the event of the absence of an agreement, either party can suspend the 
Protocol using Article 16, which means the crisis would be back to square one.  

 run its course (phrase) – come to an end, cease to exist, draw to a close, fade away, vanish, 
disappear.  
E.g. As important as the questions that the Government forcefully articulates is its remorseless 
stonewalling of the most important question repeatedly asked of it. It does not tell us in unequivocal 
terms whether it has or has not purchased the Pegasus spyware… Even today it seems to be firm in 
its resolve not to answer. It hopes to wear down the political opposition, activists, human rights 
groups, and civil society. It evidently thinks that it can wait out the news cycles to run their course.  

 drop the ball (phrase) – make a mistake; make an error; fail to do something; miss an opportunity; 
mishandle something (because of carelessness or inattention).  
E.g. Successive governments issued waste management rules, but dropped the ball on 
implementation. Although the Centre recently issued a draft to tighten the Plastic Waste 
Management Rules, cities have failed to implement existing rules as well as the Solid Waste 
Management rules, on ending single-use plastics, waste segregation, recycling labels on packaging, 
extended producer responsibility for manufacturers and recovery of materials.  

 lay emphasis on (phrase) – to emphasize the importance/value of something; stress, highlight, 
underline, underscore, accentuate, point up.  
E.g. Japan’s Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT) explains ‘Chi-
Toku-Tai’ as the defining features of Japanese schooling. Chi, which translates to ‘know’ lay an 
emphasis on building strong academic abilities. Toku, translates to ‘virtue’ and refers to 
mindfulness, self-discipline, and cooperative abilities. And last, Tai, translates to ‘body, and refers to 
physical and mental well-being.  

 a square peg in a round hole (phrase) – something/someone that does not fit into a particular 
situation/position; unfit, unsuitable, unacceptable thing/person.  
E.g. The cooperative sector has always been in the domain of the States or provinces. The organising 
principles and mechanism of these cooperatives differ from area to area and depend on the industry 
or crop which forms the fulcrum of the cooperative. Homogeneity in this area would only result in 
the creation of round holes in which square pegs no longer fit.  

 a bird in the hand is worth two in the bush (phrase) – it is better to be happy/satisfied with what 
you have instead of risking/losing them by searching for more.  
E.g. There are at least five possible reasons why New Delhi appears to want to keep the Taliban 
engagement slow and behind closed doors. For one, if New Delhi chooses to engage the Taliban 
directly, it could make Afghanistan President Ashraf Ghani, thus far India’s trusted partner, uneasy. 
This could potentially nudge him to look towards China and the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation 
(SCO) for national security and personal political survival. So, in New Delhi’s calculation, a bird in the 
hand is worth two in the bush.  


